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a pin. “ | will venture to prophe sv, that, if the retiening n A ons com erning LIBELS be pushed a Httle 
le mid. 6 further, no man will aera to ope ‘his monta 1 uch : ss to use bis pen, a unset the worst ad minis- 
« tration that can take pace, nowevei much it behoves the peop.e to be apprized of the concoition they 

on the « are likely to be in. [n short, I do not see what can be tue issue, but an universal acquiescence to 
easily “ any men of any measures, that is, a downright passive obedience. ——Jhere is one creat reason 

; « why every patriot should wish this sort of writings to be encouraged; whieh is, that animodversions 
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‘ ypon the conduct of ministers, submitted to the eye of the public in print, must, in the nature of the 
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thmz, be a great check upon their bad actions, and, at the same time, an incentive to their doing 

eless, if it be once clear law, that a paper may be a libel whether 
TRUE or FALSE, written against a good or a bad man, when alive or dea’, who is there that may not 
continue a Minister, whether be has a grain of honesty or understanding, if he should happen to be 
afavourite at court? The worse his actions are, the more truly sharp the writer sietes them; and 











has not “‘ the more the public, from his just reasonings, detest and cry out against them, the more “ scandalous” 
“ and ‘* seditious,” of course, will be the libel. There is BU ONE STEP FPURTHER BEFORE 
at the «YOU ARRIVE AT COMPLETE DESPOTISM, and that is, to extend the same doctrine to words 
h may “ spoken, and this, Iam persuaded, would, in truth, very soon follow. And then what a blessed con- 
, The dition should we all be in! when neither the liberty of free writing or free speech, about every body’s 
h brig * concern, about the management of public money, public law and public atlairs, was permitted ; and 
wi ch “ every body was afraid to uller what every body, however, coudd not help thinking !”—— Leiter attributed 
| ‘h tothe Great Lorp Campen, published in 1765. 
ver the 
OO% oe i ae 3 . 
one off” J [226 
ary , siving it to a majority. As to leaving 
fire on SUMMARY OF POLITICS. stving Sep BENE 8 
la. Ih the Gallery open as matter of right, that 1s 
ore are SHUTTING UP THE GaLLery.——Part of] q¢@te out of the question; for, such would 
nelish what I intended to say, under this head,| be the noise and tumult upon all occasions 
Prench last week, was omitted for want of time. | of great public interest, that the members 
o gail. I now, therefore, resume. As to the ques-| would be unable to hear one another, and, 
id the tion before the House, I should have voted | of course, nobody in the Gallery could 
. a against the motion of Mr. Sheridan, had I| hear them. ‘There must be, at once, an 
Lonel been a member ; and for these reasons ;| end to all debate-reporting, at least. A 
oe that, if, upon all occasions, shut, or not shut,| few persons might catch here and there a 
» this were to be pat to the vote, the conse-| part of a debate with their ears; but no 
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qnence would be, as the House is now! debate could ever go forth to the public. 





with constituted, that the men in power would For these reasogs I should have had 
taken shat out the people when they pleased, | no hesitation to vote against the motion of 
ape and would not shut them out in eny case} Mr. Sheridan, though I admire many 
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| War 


Where those who opposed them might} parts of his speech, and wish, with all my 
Wish it. Nothing, therefore, would have| heart, I could say the same with respect 
been effected of any advantage to the| to any part of what J believe to have been 


cause of truth: a majority would have an- | his motives——Mr. Windham reproached 
swered the ministers’ purpose: full as well] him with keeping away upon the great 
as the mere motion of such a man as Mr.| questions, relative to the war: that 1s to 
Charles Yorke, and, we know, that the| say, the great purty questions. very 
Staunch friends of our “ practical constitu- one has his taste. 1, for my part, should, 
“ tion,” contend, that it is absolutely ne-| if it were not indecorous, reproach Mr. 
Cessary that every minister, that is to say, | Sheridan, and most bitterly reproach him, 
€very one, who is, for the time being, the| too, for keeping away upon questions, 
head servant of the king, should have al wherein the. people are interested. Upon 
decided majority in the House; or, in| questions relating to sinecures, to grievous 
other words, the power of doing just what| taxation, to the selling and buying of 
e and his colleagues please, in the way offices and seats, to parliamentary reform, of 
making laws and granting away our| which he was once the most distinguished 
nay This being the “ practice of the advocate. ‘These are the questions, in the 
Constitution,” and aypractice, too, which | discussion of which, I should like to see 
both parties appear to approve of, there| his brilliant talents exerted. 1 helieve 
would certainly have been nothing gained | him to be a friend, and a very sincere 
y t.king ‘the power of exclusion out of] friend, to the liberty of the press, and his 
hands of individual members, and —_ as a defence of the press, was Lot 
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less excellent in itself than it was well- 
timed; but, Mr. Sheridan ts much too 
sensible a man to need to be told, that 
neither the liberty of the press nor any 
other right of the people can be safe, un- 
less the people be fairly represented in par- 
liament.——But, though I do not agree in 
the propriety of Mr. Sheridan’s motion, I 
am very far indeed from agreeing in the 
main argument that was used against it; 
namely, that it would be an wnoration, 
which argument comes, too, with so bad a 
grace from any of those, who have hada 
hand in ruling this unfortunate nation for 
the last twenty years, and whose constant 
and only argument for their hundreds of de- 
partures from the constitution has been, that, 
the times having changed, we must make a 
corresponding change in our laws and usages. 
Remind them, as my lord Folkestone most 
pertinently did, during this debate, of the 
changes which they bave made; remind 
them of the taxing laws, by which a man’s 
property is taken away by persons ap- 
pointed by the crown, and without any 
appeal to a jury; remind them, that, 
while in cases where it is not necessary to 
a man’s interest, he is compelled to em- 
ploy persons in the profession of the law, 
he is in these taxing cases absolutely for- 
bidden to employ any such person, how- 
ever illiterate or feeble-minded he him- 
self may be, nay, the prohibition is the 
same, if the taxed party be a woman ; 
remind them of the Barracks all over the 
country; remind them of the regular mi- 
litary establishment of Germans, horse, 
foot, artillery, engineers, and staff, station- 
ed in the heart of England; remind them 
that, while the Act of Settlement, by which, 
and by which alone, his Majesty’s family 
was exalied to the throne of this king- 
dom, remind them, that, while this great 
constitutional law declares that no fo- 
reigner shall hold any post of profit or 
trust, civil or military, the fact is, that 
there are now about seven hundred persons, 
holding military offices of trust, in the 
Grerman establishment alone, not including 
the other foreign corps; remind them, 
that, of these persons, many are put éo 
command English ojficers, and that, in no 
less than three of the districts of this king- 
dom, some of these German Qiliccrs have 
great commands, vpon the stafl; one of 
thei having no less than five English Ge- 
nerals under him in command; remind them 
of any of these things, or numerous others, 
at the very thought of which our forefa- 





thers would have startled with indignation 
and horror; remind them of the long sys. 
pensions of the habeas corpus act or any of 
the other encroachments upon our liber. 
ties; remind them of any of these things, 
and their answer invariably is, that ¢ie 
times have changed, that, of course, the Jaws 
and usages must change with them, and, how 
often have they had the effrontery to tell 
us, that one of the great benefits of the 
English constitution is, that “ it contains 
« within itself the means of suzting ctse/f to 
“ the exigency of circumstances.” This was 
what they told us, when they weve pass- 
ing the acts to suspend the law of haleas 
corpus, and to inflict new and unheard o! 
punishments for writing and publishing 
what were to be deemed libels. But, the 
moment you propose any thing in favour 
of the liberty of the subject; in favour of 
that “ birthright” of Englishmen, for the 
better securing of which the king’s family 
were expressly raised to the throne of our 
country; the moment you. propose any 
change favourable to that liberty, that very 
moment do they set up against you acry 
against innovation. It is, with them, no 
innovation to impose the Income-tax and 
Assessed taxes; to send people round pa- 
persand make them their own taxers under 
heavy penalties, in case of disobedience; 
to deny them a jury to appeal to in cases 
where so large a portion of their property 
is at stake, and in the same cases, to reluse, 
even to women, the assistance of any per 
son learned in the law for the defence of 
her property ; to do this.is, with them, no 
wnnovation. It is no innovation to erect 
barracks ; to introduce German regiments; 
to make English officers serve under ik 
command of German Officers even upon Eng. 
lish ground: these are, with our accusers, 
with the enemies of our liberties, no inno- 
vations; they fear nothing at all from 
these changes; but, dreadful are the 
dangers they apprehend, not from givuilg 
the people a right to enter the gallery of 


the House of Commons, but merely from 


making it, occasionally, a matter of delibes 
ration, whether, in a particular instance, 
the gallery shall be shut or not; from this 
“ innovation,’’ what dreadful mischiefs are 
we not to apprehend! No danger in sus 
pending the habeas c Act for several 
years together; no danger at all in that 
nor in German Establishment, nor in the 
buying and selling of Seats. Mr. Wind- 
ham, in particular, seemed to discover no 


the least possible danger from the wall 














































224 29) 
tion Seats. He openly declared so. And 
Sus- et he Is surprizingly alarmed lest the peo- 
v of le should claim a right to be admitted 
ber- to the gallery of the House, to buy or 
ngs, sli the Seats in which House appears to 
- the jm so innoxious. With respect to the 
jaws hutting up of the gallery upon the pre- 
how pnt occasion, it is not necessary to say 
tell ny thing, the object of it being too plain 
the » be misunderstood by any man in the 
ANNs ingdom, ideots that can read not except- 
lf to : and, if there could have been any 
Was pubt upon the point, previous to the de- 
yass- ate upon Mr. Sheridan’s motion, it must 
abeas prtainly then have been removed by the 
rd of iginal author of the exclusion, who, hay- 
hing ¢ been taunting!y asked why he did not 
, the ear the gallery during the Duke of 
Vour rk’s investigation, answered, with his ac- 
ir of bstomed naiveté, that, (fhe could have fore- | 
r the n the nature of the evidence, he would have | 
mily pared the gallery upon that occasion also. 
our t, though I do not think it necessary to 
any y a word as to the motive for shutting the 
very llery, or as to the effect it ought to have, 
a cry d, in all likelihood, will have, upon the 
n, no untry, | cannot refrain from again com- 
and ining, that this measure has been ac- 
d pa- mpanied with a violent assault upon the 
inder s,as far as that press is employed in 
nce 5 opposing of folly and corruption in 
cases blic men. This attack upon the press 
perty s, | beg the reader to observe, been 

















efuse, stematic. It is now rather more than a 


; pers ar since it appears seriously to have 
ce ol en set about, and it ought never to be 


m, no gotten, that the first open invitation to 
erect persecution of the press was given in | 
nents; amphlet addressed “ to Frederick Dube 


er the 
Eng 
users, 
inno- 
from 
> the 
yiVillg 
ery of 
, from 


York and Albany,’’ and published by 
ERTON, bookseller to the Horse Guards. 
In this pamphlet, we had a foretaste 
the doctrine that was afterwards to be 
din the House of Commons by Mr. 
rke, Mr. Canning and Lord Castlereagh, 

which was held by them during the 
ate upon Mr, Warpte’s first preferring 
his charges against the Duke of York. 


delibe- € first of the three took occasion, that 
tance, Ping, to assert, that there was a con- 
m this racy existing inthe country against the 
efs are use of Brunswick ; that made its ap- 
n sus aches towards the king through his 
everal h, and that it was carried on by the 
, that, ins of the press. Mr. Canninc, upon 
in the same occasion, asserted that the press 
Wind- carrying on a systematic assault upon 


kingly government; and, that its lan-- 
age was foul and de ing; and that 
a'tacks upon high characters were base, 


rer not 
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and might be compared to the assaulting 
of females. Lorp CasTLerEacn, agreeing 
with the other two as to the eristence of 
the evil, pretty broadly hinted at a remedy. 
He said, that any man might, with only 
a tolerable share of low-cunning, render 
conviction extremely difficult. Ab! little 
did these two then think, that we should 
so soon, by the means of this same press, 
have to record, their going out upon a 
heath and shooting at each others heads, 
and that, too, about a quarrel for place ! 
Since that time we have seen them both, 
against one another, appealing to che press; 
and, I now appeal to the public, whether 
in giving to the world Azs publications, the 
press has not amply avenged itself upon 
Mr. Canning for his charge of baseness 
against the press. Before the close of 
that investigation, at the opening of which 
Lord Castlereagh had assailed the press, 
and had lamented the difficulty of convict- 
ing men for writing and publishing libels; 
before the close of that investigation, my 
lord Castlereagh himself was convicted, 
not of writing or publishing a libel, but 
of offering a place of profit, within his 
gift, to be swapped, to be rapped, as the 
horse-jockeys call it, for a@ seat in that 
House of Commons, where he had, but a 
few weeks before, made his charges against 
the press, and had lamented that low-cun- 
ning could save a libeiler from conviction. 
These were the men with whom, in 
parliament, the assault upon the press 
began. Now, supposing the effect of the 
attacks upon them, by the press, had had 
its wished-for effect; namely, that of 
driving them from their places, would the 
nation have had tolamentsuch use, made of 
the press? Would the nation have had 
to lament, with Lord Castlereagh, that it 
was difficult to convict of libels for such 
writings? Oh! how happy would it have 
been for England, if the press had suc- 
ceeded in driving them from their places 
before they entered upon their last cam- 
paign, which has been more fatal to the 
country than any three of the most fatal 
campaigns of any of their predecessors? 
If the press had succeeded in driving them 
from place in the month of May last 
(and had it been free, as it ought, it would 
have therein succeeded) what enormous 
expence, what rivers of blood, what an- 
guish, what torment, what disgrace would 
it not have prevented to this nation and 
The press endeavoured to 
effect this great object ; it went as far as 
it dared ; and, had it dared to publish the 
H 2 








ong -y 





_ et." eniie 


Ol ——— 


. 














Anema 
_ 





er ence ene te 
ee 
ni 


eh. 








eS ee 
—«—s 


eile: Sie Sea ie 


231] POLITICAL REGISTER.—Shutiing up the Gallery. [3 


truth, that object would have been accom- 
plished, long hefore the fitting out of the 
Walcheren Expedition. The province 
of a “ free-press,” is not to send forth 





primmers, spelling- books, sysiems of book- 
keeping, of geometry, and the like. 4 bis 
is not the province of a free-press 5 for 
any press, under the most grievous ty- 
rauny, may employ itself in that way. 
What is meant by “ Liperty or TRE 
is, the liberty of publishing one’s 
OPiNLONs Sreely as ta the character and the 
conduct of MEN IN POWER; men who 
have the management of the pullic’s affairs. 
li it means any thing; Hf it has common 
gense in its ib it be not 2 mere deceptive 
sound, it means this. ‘The great and vir- 
tuous author of my motto, who was an 
honour to human nature as well as to his 
country, proceeds thus: with respect to 
libels “ona particular person, in his prz- 
“ pate capacity, there may be some hitle 
“foundation for a doctrine of this sort’ 
(the doctrine, stil matntained, of truth 
being a libel) “ because, as the welfare 
“ of the state has nothing to do with his 
“ private transactions, you ought not to 
* make reflections that may injure him in 
his calling or his reputation; you must 
always do this out of personal spite, and, 
therefore, ought to be punished for such 
“your malevolence. —— But, the case 
“is totally diflerent with respect to an 
administration ; for the country in ¢e- 
* neral is always the better or the worse 
for its conduct, and therefore every man 
has a right to know, to consider, and to 
“reflect upon it. Their posts in the state, 
‘or their public characters, are not like 
any individual’s particular trade, pro- 
“ fession or fortune, or his private charac- 
“ter. ‘The writing of them out of their 
“ places in the government is nota loss, 
“ for which they bave any right to be re- 
“« paired indamages. Their holding ough 
“only to be during good behaviour, and 
“of this the people at large ought to be 
made judges;——W hen men find them- 
“ selves aggrieved by the violence or the 
* misconduct of persons appointed to the 
“ ministry, it is.natural for them to com- 
“ plain, to communicate their thoughts to 
*‘ others, to put their neighbours oa their 
“guard, and to remonstrate in print 
nila States ana oe 

y of exposing and of opposing a 
* bad administration by the pen is amongst 
“the necessary privileges ofa free peo- 
** ple, and is, perhaps, the greatest benefit, 
“that can be derived from the liberty of 
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; the press. But ministers, who, by theiy 
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| « misdeeds, provoke the people to cry oy 
| and complain, are very apt to make thet coy. 
| plaint the foundation of new oppression, by 
|  prosecuiiny the same as a@ libel on the sigue. 
Such is the definition of the liber 
of the press, given by the great Loy) 
Canpen; and, indeed, if the liberty , 
the press does not extend thus far, I shoul; 
be glad to know of what use it can poss 
bly be for any of the ends which it is, o 
ever has been, supposed to answer. It 
a thing very much boasted of 3 it ts called 
the guardian Of our rights and liberia, 
| but, how is it to operate as a guardian, 
our rights and liberties, unless it be mean 
that itis to attack those, who are /osi: 
to those rights and liberties? And, of 
what consequence can that hostility be 
unless the hostile persons have power! 
There are many ways, in which a fre 
press may act for the public good; bu 
certainly, the way, in which it can 
more efiicacious than any other, Is toa 
pose the weakness or the wickedness ( 
men in power to shew their untines 
for the offices they fill 5 to pull the mat 
off from them, when they are hypocrites, 
to show how they have injured tes 
country ; and, by exciting the public 2 
dignation against them, to drive the 
from those o¥ices, by the filling of wic 
they are enabled to do mischiet to 
king and to his people. There ca: 
think, be no doubt, in the mind cf a! 
man of common sense, and of impaiti 
jadgment, that such is the proper cle 
and not only the proper oflice, but 4 
only greatiy useful oflice, of a free pre 
Indeed, if such be nat its office, it is 
surd to talk of its liberty; if it be pe 
mitted to say nothing against those \# 
are in power ; if it be permitted to spe 
of them only in terms of praise, is 1! D0 
despicable mockery ‘to tall of its liber) 
In praise of a minister you may si 
much as you please: no fear of suriel! 
him or any of his underlings. Upon" 
theme you may enlarge: there are 
bounds prescribed here: nay, i yeu™ 
censure, and even if your propensily’ 
to slander people, there is ample s% 
for you amongst the opponents of thos 
power, whom you'may belabour as lout! 
you please; tll you be tired of the wie 
and till the public be tired of you. ? 
the moment you begin to animadr 
upon the principles, the conduct, o ' 
measures of men in power, that m0?’ 
you are assailed with accusauons of 
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v their measurable length and of thundering | therer; and afterwards, in Vol. II. the 
TY out und; the very least that is imputed to]! grossest aspersions are cast upon his cha- 
it Con. F/you is, that your words are scandalous, | racter, under the name of “ Duke Smith- 
ton, by yalicious and seditious, and that your in- | son.”’ But, not to take up my room 
slate,” ntion is to bring his Majesty’s govern- | with more particulars, there is, under the 
hberty ment into hatred and contempt, and to | title of « Mr. Fox’s Birr Day,” a string 
t Lox pold in defiafice his laws, his person, | of scurrilities, such as I never saw, in any 
berly rown and dignity; when, perhaps, the | other publication,evenin America. Here 
Should hole that you have done is to hold up} are introduced, the Duke of Norfolk, the 
N poss »the just indignation of your country- } Duke of Bedford, Mr. Bosville, Mr. Ni- 
It is, of yen, the character, conduct or measures | choll, Mr. Jekyl, Mr. B. Edwards, Sir 
ry. ty f some man, who never was fit for a} l'rancis Burdett, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Fox (as 
8 called inister, and of whose measures your]! the compeer of Robespierre and Collot 
ledertias ountry will, for years and years, have | D’Herbois), Mr. Tierney, and Mr, Er- 
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rue the fatal consequences. 














e ine lie lengths, to which those may go, who 
© hoslas ke the side of men in power, numerous 
And, 0 stances might be given; but I will con- 
lity. be, ne myself to one publication; and the 
power pecimen will not, I think, be regarded as 
Lh a free he less complete, when | observe, that, 
od 5 but {the authors of the work, from which I 
can bi m about to quote, Mr. Canninec (one of 
is to et he foremost in censuring the attacks upon 
dness ¢ ersons of high character) was at the 
unfines ead. ln the Angi-Jacosin News-Pa- 
the mail er, Which was, after its publication in 
DOCrites; ingle sheets, republished in TWO VOLUMES, 
ed Aue Jctavo, there are attacks, of the most 
ublic it: beilous and of the coarsest kind, upon 
ve thea lmost every man of any weight, who was, 
of whic tthe time of its publication (1798) op- 
ef to Ut osed to Pitt and hisset. In Vol. I. Loap 
re Cal! loma is accused of telling tales in order 
d ot ai b cozen the House of Lords. In the same 
im pare lace his features, his boots, his stock, his 
er elite at, and his whole person is ridiculed and 
, but i oused. He is compared to the swagger- 
ree pre Ig bully, PisTot, in Shakespeare’s plays. 
, it is a In the same article, Mr. Bryan Ed- 
t be pe ards, then a member of parliament, 1s 
hose 2 alled Bruin; and, as amongst the fol- 
| to spew bWers of Lord Moira, “ Old Thurlow,’ 
is It Do d* Old Pulteney,” are mentioned. 

s liberi) he Duxs or Norroux is accused, in se- 
iy say eral parts of this volume, of endeavour- 
surieité 3 \0 mere rebellion, and of uttering trea- 
Upon! lable expressions, Mr. Fox, in seve- 
e are ° al places, is accused, in very unequivo- 
p your al terms, of hatching treason, along with 
yensity ! Ir. Tooke and others. He is called the 
ple sof hodern Cataline. In one place he is re- 
yf thos resented as being charmed with treasons, 
-as lous: ‘pine, prisons, ‘scativids, blood, and with 
f the ng ac against the great and good. In the 
jou. ° € article the late Duke oF Breprorp 
nimadt? nd the then Marquis of Lansdowne are 
ict, of diculed——_The Duxe or Norruum- 
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ERLAND is described as intentionally en- 
“avouring to cheat the assessed-tax ga- 








skine. Under a pretended account of the 
toasts, speeches, songs, &c. they are re- 
presented as uttering the most treason- 
able, and, at the same time, the most stu- 
pid sentiments; they are exhibited as 
beastly drunkards; as fools and knaves 
and biackguards, and, in short, every thing 
that is joathsome and detestable. A pub- 
lication so gross and so malignant, it is, I 
believe, imposs.ble to find any where else ; 
and, that, if it had been published against 
men in power, it would have been punished 
with the utmost severity, we may safely 
presume, seeing that it was in the very 
same year, that poor GILBERT WAKEFIELD, 
was, for a publication quite inotlensive 
compared to this, sentenced to two yaurs 
emprisonment in «@ distant jal !——'To. ards 
the close of their labours, the stock of these 
authors seems to have been pretty nearly 
exhausted, and they fell into sowething 
rather worse even than punning; for in- 
stance: ‘“ A Letter from BawBa-Dara- 
‘“ ADUL-PHOOLA, to NEEK-AWL-ARETCHID- 
“xoorz.” That is, “ from Bub Adair, 
“a dui fool, to Nicol, a wreiched quiz.’” 
———This is your gentlemantike wring, I 
suppose : This miserable play, not upon 
words, but upon letters: This wretched, 
vulgar stuff, such as one might expect 
from apprentice-boys or pot-girls. 1s any 
thing so contemptible as this to be fund 
in any publication that ever before inade 
its appear nce ! And yet, this work was 
the joint efinito! Mr. Cauning, Mr. John 
Heooktam Frere, and Mr. George Ellis. 
But, it is the abuse, the falsuood, and 
the malice, which reigns, from one end to 
the other of 11, that merits our aiention 5 
because Mr. Canning, without whosg ex- 
press approbation no article was inserted, 
is now one of the assailants of the pvress, 
upon the score of its attacking men of hich 
rank, which attacks he was pleased +o call 
cowardly, What epithets, thea, “did his 
attacks deserve, which were made unier 
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the assurance of almost certain empunity ? 
There is, however, a sort of codicil to 
the history of this Anti-Jacobin News-pa- 
per, with which the public should now be 
made acquainted. —The work, after 
having, in vain, endeavoured to rise in 
sale, never attained a publication of more 
than about 2,000, though, as may easily 
be conceived, every ctiort was made use 
of to force a sale, and though many persons 
took it from the same motives that they 
subseribed to the “ Voluntary Coniribu- 
tions,” at thattime goingon. The public, 
properly so called, were disgusted with 
it, amd even the alarmists were ashamed 
of it. It was dropped; but the authors, 
hoping io preserve the rhyme part from 
oblivion, and, at the same time to gratify 
their“ gentemanlike” feelings, proposed, 
or, at least, assented to, the re-publishing 
of the rhymes, in a quarto edition, zlumi- 
nated with piates, by that celebrated pain- 
ter, Mr. Gittray of St. James’s Street, 
who, for all his admirable representations 
ol ourmg Knaves and cut-throats, is said 
to be indebted solely to his mirror. This 
was the person, who was to furnish those 
aliuminaiions, which were to preserve from 








the merciless trunk-maker the rhymes of 


Canning and Co. In plain English, he 
was to give a caricature, corresponding 
with the written description of each of the 
principal per-ous, who had been so grossly 
attacked in the work. The printed part 
of the book was finished in September, 
i800, and the illuminations, from the 
hand of the worthy Mr. Gillray, were 
nearly ali finished about the same time ; 


wheu, whether from the alarming state of 
the country at that time, and a dread of 


any change which that might produce : 
whether from a foreboding of danger, and 
of a day of retribution, without perceiving 
any specific cause; or, from whatever 
other motive, certain it is, that, all of sud- 
dea, our Authors, who bad subscribed to 
the work themselves and encouraged it in 
all manner of ways, and who, Mr. Canning 
at least, had corrected the sheets, as the 
went through the press; all of a sudden 
they withdrew their names from the 
Subscription list, and, as Mr. Gillray 
asserts, net only puta stop to his further 
operations, but Mr. Canninc actually 
took che plates into his own possession ; 
having Stateu whic h circumstances, I shall 
pydlic co form their own opinions 
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action well. Give every part of it du 
consideration. Come to a correct opinion 
of it; such an opinion as plain good seng 
dictates ; and, when you have so done: 
then remember, that it was Mr. Canning. 
who, a little more than a_ year back, jp. 
veiched, in such lofty strains, against th 





which he had had in the | 


| presented as aiming at.the overthrow é 


dastardly conduct of the press 5 against its 
| baseness and cowardice in attacking person 
| in high rank; and, who was directly fol. 
| lowed by his colleague, Lord Castlereagh, 
| who, to Mr. Canning’s accusations, added 
| an expression of his regret, that it was » 
| dificult to insure conviction in Cases of |i. 
| bel. Reader, you must remember th 
outcry that was set up, towards the clos 
of the last session of parliament, agains 
| what was called the prevailing disposition 
to attack all publicmen, when the real truth 
was, there was nothing attacked but the 
base and detestable corruptions that mace 
notorious to all the world, and which wer 
attacked with becoming abhorrence by 
the Speaker of the House of Commo 
himself; but, suppose it had been other 
wise ; suppose we had attacked the persow 
surely we had as good aright to attaci 
persons with ¢rui/t as Mr. Canning and bi 
news-paper associates had to attack other 
persons with falschood. 








“The great, it seems, are privileg’d alone, 
‘* Tu punish all injustice but their own.” 


But this conduct of the Rhodian Judge 
is surpassed by Mr. Canning ; for he cet 
sures in us attacks which we justly makt, 
while he, as we have seen, has mate 
severer, or, at least, ruder and grosstt, 
attacks unjustly. We accuse nobody d 
treasonable language and designs; we * 
cuse no peer of cozening the House; * 
accuse no Duke of intentionally endeavou" 
ing to cheat the. revenue; we deal not ! 
the abuse and ridicule of the persons, the 
features, and the dress of public men; and 
what was he, I want to know, that 
should make such attacks with empuni? 
Why, he wasa favourite of the minister 
the day ; he was under the wing of office ™ 
of power. ‘alk of jacobinism, indeed! Talk 
of levelling! Taik of pulling down dignii 
Look into the pages of Mr. Canning’ 
news-paper; look into the scandalo¥ 
volumes of the “ Anti-Jacobin,”’ and st 
how men of high rank are there treatel 
Is it not monstrous, then; is it not sullic 
ent to awaken anger and resentment !0 
breast of any man who has a heart 
to hear other;.authors and publishers ™ 


— 
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ali government, though they have had this 
example before them, and have stopped 
very far short of its bounds? But, no 
maiter what the pretence, it is the liberty 





of the press itself, which is hateful, and 


which there exists an evident intention to 
destroy ; and, the truth really is, that cor- 
ruption must destroy the press, or the press 
will destroy corruption. It is a deadly 
struggle between them.——QOne would 
imagine, that, as danger approaches us, 


there would be a greater and greater dis- 


position to relax in severities, to disarm 
men of their resentments, and to unite all 
hearts in the country’s defence; but, after 
what we have seen, in all the countries 
subdued by Napoleon, we cannot be much 
surprized at what we now see in our own 
country. 

Spanish RevoLutTion, or Turtie-Pa- 
triot Wanr.——So, it seems, that the 
French, in spite of that “ defeat,” for 
which we are praising and rewarding 
Baron Douro and Viscount Talavera, have 
reached SevitLE; and that the Junta, the 
“ Supreme Central Junta,” who (having 
good advisers, I dare say) began their 
labours by putting down the small degree 
of liberty of the press that had risen out of the 
absence, of the momentary absence, of 
despotism; yes, it does seem, from the 
news-papers of this morning, that this 
Junta, though they had taken the precau- 
uon to fortify their “ regular government” 
by putting down the liberty of the press, 
have been obliged to quit Seville, and to 
flee towards Cadiz; that is to say, to get as 
far out of the reach of their pursuers as 
the sea will let them go. Well; let 
that stand there. And, when we have 
leisure, let us look back a little, and see 
what this war in Spain; this war for 
Ferdinand, this war for a king, this war for 
the prevention of change, this war for the sup- 
port of the old order of things, this war, as 
the pastry-cook called it, for the holy 
altars of Spain, this war, the object of 
which was first openly avowed at the din- 
nerof the Turtie-Patriots, where the 
Lord Chancellor, he who had been one of 
Pitt’s Attorney Generals, made a most 
flaming speech against Buonaparte’s vil- 
lainous attempts to rob the Spaniards of 
their freedom 3 yes, letus look back, only for 
2 moment, to the time when the Turtle- 

feting took place, and see what this war 
has cost us, how Jarge a portion of our 
means, how many thousands of valuable 
lives, and how much suffering from many 
Caiises, amongst which we must not forget 








increased taxation. Numerous as the 
German troops, In.our pay, are, we have, 
upon a moderate computation, lost more 
of our troops in Spain and Portugal than 
we have of German troops. Would it 
not, then, have been better to have kept 
our own men at home, and have left the 
Germans in theit own country? What 
have we to show for all this loss? What 
have the mioisters to tender the burthened 
country in lieu of all the money and life 
that has, in this war, been expended ? 
Nothing; for, not only have we, tbus far, 
at least, failed in all our attempts at keep- 
ing the French out of the Peninsula; but, 
if we fail in the end, as there is now reason 
to believe we shall, we shall have assisted 
the French in the subjugation of the 





country; because when the People of 


Spain see us driven out of the field, they 
will no longer entertain any hope from 
resistance, aud, indeed, wili not wish to 
resist. It was, from the beginning, the 
opinion of thousands, amongst whom 1 
was one, that, if we gave our aid to a 
revolution in Spain, we should succeed; 
but that, if we made war, and incited 
the Spaniards to make war, for a 
choice of masters for Spain, we should fail, 
and, in the nature of things, we must fail. 
How severely were these opinions re- 
probated by the partizans of the ministry! 
They had the charity to represent me as 
being “ truly instigated by the Devil.” 
They asserted, in opposition to my opi- 
nions, that the People of Spain were de- 
voted to their “ amiable monarch,” Ferdi- 
nand the Seventh; that it was for the in- 
terests of the world thatnorevolution should 
take place in Spain; that the people of 
England view the possibility of such re- 
volution with horror: and they, at the 
same time, were so very candid as to as- 
sert, that I and those who thought with 
me, were grieved to the soul to see, that the 
people of Spain loved their monarch, and 
that Buonaparté would, at last, be beaten 
by the « loyal and religious.” Their hope 
was, or, seemed to be, this: that the Spa- 
niards would repel Buonaparté’s attacks, and 
finally beat him, and that they would afford 
(for the benefit of regular government’’) an 
instance of a people, UNDER A DESPOTIC Go- 
VERNMENT, having risen in defence of their 
country and succeeded in their object. This 
was the hope of our political opponents. 
They vere very anxious to have it in 
their pc ver to say tous: “ look, here are 
people, living under a. 
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country against France.” Their motives 


. | : 3 a ] 1 Aarsosie 
for this were not easily mistaken; ana, MW } carious. 


the French bad, no matter by what means, 
been driven out of Spain, we should 
never have heard the last of it: morning, 
noon. and nieht it would have been dinn- 
ed in our ears, that people, under despotic 
covernment, had succeeded in defending 
their country against France, when the 
peopie of state 8, comparatively fr e, had 
made little or noresistauce against her. 
Tbe inference would have been too plain 
not to be perceived, aud too useful, in the 
eyes of some persons, not to be applied. 
~——This hope, however, this heart-chear- 
tng hope of our political opponents, has, it 
for, if the Junta 
have decamped from Sevilie, there can 
be no doubt of the whole kingdom’s being 
upon the eve of subanssion.———-T hus, then, 
if the news be true, will soon have closed 
that famous war, of which Mr. Canning 
was the official originator, and thus will 
Englishmen know, and that, too, in the 
best possible way; by their feelings will 
they know, what it is to have an AnTI- 
Jacopin minister. Aye, aye! we have 
not yet felt all that we had to feel from 
Anti-Jacobinism, It is only now beginning 
to work upon us. ‘To acknowledge the 


scems, now vanisned; 


son as king, while the father was alive 5 to | 


espouse the cause of that son in a war, 
carried on against his own published de- 
claration; to send an embassador near his 
august person at Madrid, when it was no- 
torious that the said august person was 
in France; to send a second armv 
into the heart of Spain after the fate 
of the army of Sir John Moore; to send 
out embassador after embassador, with 
expence upon expence ; to send out ano- 
ther new embassador just now, too, with 
all the enormous expence therefrom aris- 
ing: to do these things, and a hundred 
others, of the same description, was re- 
served for the Anti-Jacobins, whom, for 
many years, a majority of the people of 


this infatuated country extolled as their 


protectors. But, we have, as yet, merely 
had a taste of what is to be endured, as 
the consequence of that infatuation. 
Amongst the minor consequences of the 
subjugation of Spain by Napoleon will be 
that of giving him the exclusive possession 
of all the fae wools, without which it is 
very well known, that superfine cloth can- 
not be made. No wool of this sort shall 
we, in future, have, twithoue his conseni ; 
and, though he may find it sound policy 
to give that consent, still our supply, de- 
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before you went out? 





[219 
pending sclely upon his will, must be pre- 

As eonnected with this topic, | 
will just inform the reader, that, if Mr, 
CocurRane JonnsTone had been allowed 
to export Arms to Spain, upon his first 
arrival in England, early in December 
last, and if proper assistance had beeu af. 
forded him, he would now have bad, safe 
in England, the famous Necnerri Frock, 
consisting of from fourteen to fifteen thousand 
sheep and lumbs! A tall account of all the 
transactions, relating to these sheep, will 
hereafier be published. Well ; but, 
after all, how stand the Wellesieys? 
How stands the question beiween them 
and Buonaparté? ‘They have all been in 
Spain. They have all been employed 
against him. Well, brave and accom. 
plished generals and statesmen, what have 
you done with -him, or fo him, or against 
him, or about him? Can you give us no 
account of him; and, shall we have you 
all home again, leaving him as he was 


What! Douro 





'and all! Ad come home again, and leave 











Buonaparté untouched ; untouched, did | 
Say ; nay, useen by any one of you ?—~ 
At any rate, whatever may become of the 
Junta, and whatever may be the result of 
the war in Spain, { shall always bear in 
mind, that, under the Junta, the Lzberty of 
the Press was forbidden. That is a fact, 
which I shall never forget, and which ! 
hope the whole nation will remember. 
Corn aGarnstT Sucar. These two 
articles of human sustenance, which had 
so severe a combat during the Sessions 
before the last, and in which combat the 
former besides many wounded champions, 
had its great leader, Mr. Anruur YOuNG, 
killed by a clef stick, dead upon the field, 
appear to have renewed their unnatural 
hostilities. It will be remembered, 
that at the time alluded to, an act was 
passed, prohibiting, throughout the united 
kingdom, the use of grain in the distilleries, 
and, permitting sugar to be used therein. 
This was objected to by the “ Cori- 
“ Growers,’ who said that it would make 
corn, and particularly Barley, so low priced, 
that they should be unable to pay their 
rents; and that, thus, agriculture would 
be discouraged. On the other side, it 
was contended, that supposing the jiotions 
about the effect of low prices to be correct, 
still there would be no danger of that 
efiects’ proceeding from the proposed mea- 
sure, so long as the governnient was left 
with full power to stop the operation of 
the act as soon as the prices of grain sunk 
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| Hampshire could experience famine, while 


those of Wiltshire were living in the midst 


wn to the point, which the “ Corn 
Growers” acknowledged to be suffictently 
oh for the due encouragement of agricul- 
4 The re were many other arcu- 
ants on both sides; the matter Was fully 
senssed ; reason prevailed; the act 
massed, and has been in force ever 
nee, Itis, however, an act for a time 
rod, and now is the time for renetwing 
, for which renewal a bill is now before 
b> House of Commons. To this bill, 
would seem, from the reports, given in 
bo news-papers, that some opposition is 
icnded, particularly on the part of some 
the Dusk members, and Mr. Foster, 
ty Joan Newport, and Mr. Parnett, 
ear to be running a race of rivalship 
b this opposition. Let us, theretore, 
bok a little into the grounds of their op- 
sition—_—The objects of the bill, were, 
nd still are, twofold: the Ist, to add to 
e quantity of corn in the kingdom, and 
jereby contribute towards keeping it at 
sonable price, and prevent the conse- 
ucuces of scarcity: the 2nd, to open a 
ee market for sugar, and thereby afivrd 
ief to our fellow subjects, the West 
ndia Planters. Consequently, the pro- 
riety, Or impropriety of passing the act, 
nd of keeping it in force, must depend 
pon the price of corn in the kingdom.—— 
cil, then, now let us compare the prices 
t corn when the . bill was first passed with 
i prices of corn now. 
THEN, NOW, 
per quarter. per quarter. 

Wheat - - - 50s. - - - 1023. 

Barley- - - 38s. --- 4953. 

| Uats - -- - 339. --- 32s, 
‘here requires, [ think, nothing more to 
how, that, if the act was proper in 1808, 
must be proper to continue it in force 
bow.— Dut, say the Irish members, though 
jou have had a scanty harvest in England, 
re lave had a plentiful one in Iveland, 
ad, therefore, let not ihe act apply to that 
art of the united kingdom. In ssividcinks 
uch an argument, ‘they might, surely, 
fave out the word, united; for, to hear it, 
ne would suppose that Ireland was com- 
pletely separated from England, either by 
“ture, or by some legat prohibition. Oh, 
no! These gentlemen, men of so much 
case, never can think, that I, for instance, 
m such a fool asto believe, that, while the 
y rts are open, corn can be dear in Eng- 
and and Cheap in Ireland, scarce in the 








} 


prmer country and abundant in the lat- 


‘t. They might just as well suppose me 


‘apable of believing, that the people of 


of plenty. That argument, therefore, is 
worth nothing. ———Another is, that, ow ing 
to the wetness of the harvest, there is a 
great deal of cern, which cannot be used 


|“ as human food,’ which might be used in 


flour. 





the distilleries. Now, I have always 
understood, that none but the very  besé 
grain is used in the distilleries. But, be 
this as it may, of one thing I am very 
sure, that (speaking of what sort of corn 
you please) in proportion as it is damaged, 
by wet or otherwise, it is less valuable for 
every purpose ; for distilling as well as for 
eating; anid, it is well known, that Barley, 
which has been much wet, is never used 
for malting, if other can possibly be got. 
The reason ts, that it has lost part of its 
spirit; part of that, which in one w ay or 
another, would go tothe forming of human 
sustenance. Wheat is not disiulled; but, 
suppose itwas. ‘Take a bushel of grown 
wheat, and it will make just as much less 
spirté than a bushel of good wheat would 
make, as the former would make less than 
the latter of human food in the shape of 
As to Barley, that which is unfit 
tor malt and the distilleries, is, generally, 
consumed by Hogs; and, surely, they are 
not so very nice in their diet as to refuse 
to eat that which is fit for the still. Oats 
can hardly be called « hwnan food.” This 
argument appears to me to have nothing 
at allin it; and, indeed, ualess there be 
something more in the meaning of these 
gentlemen, than I have been able to pick 
out of the reports of their speeches in the 
news-papers, their opposition must be 
intended merely as a compliment in kind 
to their constituents. But, I had, in 
imitation of these gentiemen, nearly for- 
gotten to ask them, how they came to pass 
over the circumstance (however trying) 
that we are now actually zmporting corn 
from abroad; nay, from France, where wo 
have, by our importations, raised the price, 
since July last, from 27s. to 42s. a quarter, 
and where the corn, which we import, 
pays a duty of 12s. a quarter, which ts so 
much English money paid into the cofférs 
of Buonaparté! and, the irish members 
overlooked this! Or, did they really, and 
do they really mean to say, that it is 
better to give this money to Buonaparteé, 
than to suffer the distillation of suyars, 
because the latter may be hurtful to the 
interests, or, rather, the imaginary ipte- 
rests, of the cord growers oj tre'and? 

W™. COBBETT, 

London, Feb. 16, 1810. 
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N. B. | was mistaken, last week, in 
confounding Mr. Viturers, Envoy to Por- 
tugal, with Mr. Virtters late Paymaster 
of Marines, They are diflerent per- 
sons; and J avail myself of this first oppor- 
tunity of correcting my error. 





rt COBBETT’S 
Parliamentary History 
OF 
ENGLAND, 


Which inthe compass of Sixteen Volumes, 
roval octavo, will contain a full and 


accurate Report of all the recorded | 


Proceedings, and of all the Speeches 
in both Houses of Parliament, from 
the earliest times, to the Year 1803, 
when the publication of « Cobbett’s 
Parliamentary Debates’? commenced. 


‘The numerous Sabscribers to the above 
Work are respectfully informed, that the 
Sixth Volume, embracing the period 
from the Accession of Queen Anne, in 
1702, to the Accession of King George 
the First, in 1714, will be published in 
March next. 
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MEXICO. 
To the Corron, Wootten, and Sirk Ma- 
NuFACTURERS of the United Kingdom. 


Gentlemen ;—While I was at Mexico, 
last year, I conceived it to be a duty in- 
cumbent upon me, to endeavour to pro- 
cure every sort of information which 
might be of service to the interest of my 
country. Amongst many other objects, I 
attended particularly to the state of the 
Cotton, Woollen, and Silk Manufactures 
there, and I have brought home with me 
patterns of most of them, with their prices. 
As I think that these patterns may be of 
very essential consequence to your inter- 
est, 1 take this opportunity to inform you, 
that if there be any amongst you, who 
wish to see them, I shall be at home ever 
Tuesday and Friday from 10 o’clock in 
the morning until 1 o’clock in the fore- 
noon, when I shall be happy to afford you 
every explanation in regard to them, and 
also relative to the exports and imports of 
Mexico. I am, Gentlemen, your obedi- 
dient humble Servant, 

A. Cocurang Jounstone. 
No. 13, Alsop’s Buildings, 
New Road, 14th Feb. 1810. 






Hon. George Villiers and Mr. Hunt. [2 


Tut Hox. GEORGE VILLIERS 4, 
Mr. HUNT. 


Sir;—In a former communication op 
Mr. George Villiers’s delinquency, I state, 
a circumstance of Mr. Waters, his Deputy, 
having a contract from the Ordnance (j. 
fice—(see page 126,) which I qualified q 
a transaction that appeared extreinel) 
suspicious on both sides; at that time | 
did not know, that a delinquency, simia; 
to that in the Marine Pay Office, had a. 
| tually taken place in the office of th 
| Treasurer of the Ordnance; an eye: 
‘which though it does not directly prov 
| connection or complicity, certainly tend, 
| from the coincidence of time, and sin). 
larity of circumstances, to create an ai. 
ditional suspicion, that the one was con. 
nected and influenced by the other, 
whatever manner that influence had ¢; 
rated. On the discovery of the de. 
quency, Mr. Villiers resigned ; on the d\s- 
covery of the delinquency, Mr. Hunt, iol- 
lowing the example in this, as in the mal 
versation of the public money, resiyned; 
and the Minister has appointed a succes. 
sor. The Minister has informed the Hous 
of Commons, that the proper officers ar 
investigating Mr. Hunt’s accounts, tht 
they will soon be made up, and the defi 
known. He has not given any informe 
tion respecting Mr. Villiers; but now 
that the discovery is made, we may sup- 
pose that no time will be lost in bringing 
down his account so as to ascertain the 
deficit to the time of his resignation.—Tliai 
every effort will be made, by the one, a0! 
the other, to pay up their respective dc! 
cits, I make no doubt; and I will evet 
admit that they may both be able to r- 
pay the whole, without any loss to tle 
public, though I am far from thinking the! 
that will be the case. But even then, ® 
question still remains of much greater i1l- 
portance to the public, than the actual re 
payment of the money; and that is, the 
danger of example, if such glaring acts 0 
delinquency are suffered to pass with im 
punity ; and without being made the sub 
ject of a criminal prosecution.—This § 
not a light matter, in which Ministers™2y 
exercise a discretionary power as tie 
guardians of the public purse. It does 
not end in itself—It branches out into co 
siderations of the deepest social interests; 
connected with the free and equal dist! 
bution, of justice, which is the first 4 

re-eminent distinction of the Britis? 








nstitution, from thas of any other ” 
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the known world. The question then 
‘«. Is this equality to be abandoned ? Is 
there to be one dispensation of the law to 
the rich, and another to the poor ? Certain 
Tam that the vimost care ought to be 
taken to guard against the possibility of 
sucht an opinion being circulated among 
the lower classes of the people. It wouid, 
of allothers, be the most dangerous ; and 
most likely to indispose them to the con- 
sitatiun, which admitted of so grievous an 
abuse: they all know, that, if a man com- 


‘mitted a theft, restitution of the property 


will not free him from a prosecution— 
that the person, who kas been robbed, if 
hedoes no prosecute, is liable to be pro- 
<secuted himself for compromising a felo- 
ny. Aad what musé their opinions be of 
the laws, if they can hear of public men 
applying £.200,000 and £.280,000 of 
the money of the public to their own use, 


}wiuhout being brought to any trial for so 
“joing ? While a poor man who had ap- 


plied as many pence belonging to his 
neighbour, to is own use, would be liable 
tothe utmost rigour of the law. Let no 
man imagine, that my disposition is cruel, 
or that 1 am insensible to the distress that 
the men alluded to may feel from the dis- 


i covery, and the consequences of their de- 


iguency; but I have superior feelings 
jor the interests of the public; and I 
know there can be no safety for the pub- 


lic property, no security against malver- 


sation, peculation, and fraud, if such enor- 
mous acts of delinquency are suffered to 
poss wiih impunity. The House of Com- 
ions evinced this to be their opinion in 
or.ering Lord Melville to be prosecuted 
for a misdemeanor, though he did not then 
owe the public a farthing; and though an 
Act of Indemnity had been passed for the 
Strongest article of the charge against 
him. Why was not a similar line of con- 
cuct observed in the case of Mr. Steele ? 
where the delinquency was marked by 
many aggravating circumstances, and 
where the large sum, he had diverted to 
his own use, was not repaid ull the mal- 
Yersation was discovered by his successor 
in office. That the omission at the time 
was highly culpable, and has been attend- 
¢¢ with most injurious consequences to 
the public, is now too evident. But that 
re blame may” not indiscriminately be 
PE oe to ministers at large, it ought to 
a rer. that it belongs, exclusively, ‘to 
inueen General of the day, when the 
ery was made, in the first place, and 

‘very subsequent Attorney General 
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since, though in aless degree ; as that officer 
has the power, and it is an essential part of 
his duty, to prosecute offences against the 
public. If Mr. Steele had been prosecuted 
for the delinquency, is it likely that Mr. 
Villiers and Mr. Hant would not have taken 
warning by the example? But on the con- 
trary, when they found that detection 
produced no other inconvenience than 
the refunding the money ; may we not 
fairly conclude that the prospect of pro- 
fit, from trading with the public mo- 
ney, was too strong to be resisted, and 
that it will continue to produce the 
same effect on all men, who have pub- 
lic money in their hands, until the law 
be duly executed in such cases, in 
favor of the property of the public, as it 
would be in the case of the property of 
an individual ? At this time the delin- 
quency of Mr. Villiers and Mr. Hunt, is 
each of much greater magnitude as to 
the sum, than that of Mr. Steele, but the 
case of Mr. Villiers particularly, except 
he has been guilty of signing false re- 
turns, is inferior in degree of criminality 
to that of Mr. Steele, as the latter acted 
against an express law passed to regulate 
his office, and Mr. Villiers was not under 
any such legal restraint. Until Mr. 
steele be prosecuted, is it possible to 
bring Mr. Villiers to atrial? I think it is 
not; and that Mr. Villiers and Mr. Hunt 
must be both overlooked, and allowed to 
escape with impunity; for even as to re- 
paying, I have little expectations on that 
point, as we have seen how that has been 
managed in other instances; for in the 
case of Mr. Fordyce’s deficit, which oc- 
curred some $0 years ago, if I am not 
mistaken, there was, till very lately, a con- 
siderable balance still due.—I have heard 
a great deal of Mr. Bankes’s Committee, 
but as far as I can judge of their proceed- 
ings, they appear to be dealers in small 
wares. I do not know that these recent 
instances of delinquency fall under their 
inquisitorial cognizance, arid I hope they 
will not be offended at my expressing a 
wish, that they do not, like an ancient 
sect, strain at gnats and swallow camels ; 
but if after being in labour two or three 
years, they have produced but one little 
mouse, it would be unreasonable to have 
any very great expectations of their future 
productions ; and Mr. Steele, Mr. Villiers, 
and Mr. Hunt may probably be dead and 
buried before they can come down to 
their case; ‘but however the House of 
Commons may chuse to delegate their 
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duties, in special instances, the constitu 
tion has not entrusted the iiterests of the 
public to any Committee, or left them 
without a proper guard; for in the cases 
before us, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer 1s to look after the prop rly, and the 
Attorney General is charged with prose- 
cuting the delinquency. 1 only desire it 
to be understood that the deficit, and de- 
f linquency or misdemeanor, are diflerent 
if and distinct; that if the deficit were com- 
7 pletely done away, the delinquency, 
if which is the subject of a criminal pro- 
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t | the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
| Attorney General should appear remiss 
in performing their respective duties, the 
public will look to the House of Commons 
to interfere, and to call them to account 
for the dereliction of their duty.—l know 
there are many who make light of Mr. 
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Mr. Villers, looking only to the amount 
of the deficit, which is expected, in the 
one case and the other. But I cannot 
agree with this mode of reasoning, for I 
have already shewn, that though the loss 
to the public may be less, the criminality 
A may, from many circumstances, be greater; 
’ and that the delinguency must be viewed 
separately, to enable us to form a correct 
judgment on the demerit of each case.— 
Objections have been made to the appoint- 
ment of one of Lord Mulgrave’s brothers 
‘ as suceessor to Mr. Villiers, on the ground 
i Be of incapacity. —But if sofficient seeurity 
ei” has been taken to guard the public against 
the consequences, that may arise from in- 
capacity or malversation, | should not 
be for attending to the objections, though 
I think a question ought to be made, how 
’ : far the Civil Office of Paymaster is com- 
a patible with the Military character of the 
General, and that the pay of the latter 
should be saved to the public, while he 
receives the salary of Paymaster: as in 
the case of Officers on half pay, which is 
stopt, on the receiving a civil employment 
under government, 
security, | am of opiuion, that if the pay 
. be issued monthly, the security need not 
exceed that amount, provided the Com- 
missioners of the Navy do their duty ; 
and I again repeat what I observed ina 
former Number, that if those Commission- 
ers had done their duty, sO enormous a 
deficit never could have taken place in 

+ Villiers’s account. 
A. B. 
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secution, would still remain; and that if 


‘ Hunt’s delinquency compared with that of 


As to the question of 
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Ata Mestine of the Inhabitant House. 
holders, ELectors of the City and Libery 


of WESTMINSTER, held in New Patace. ibe 
yard, the 9th day of February, 1310, en 
Artuur Morais, Esq. High Bailifi, in the ich 
Chair. It was Resolved, utt 


That in a Petition presented to the 
House of Commons, on the 6th day oj 
May, 1793, and entered on its Journals 
it was averred, and ofiered to be proved 
at the Bar, that 154 Individuals, (Peer 
and others) did, by their own Authority, 
appoint, or procure the return of $07 
Members of that House (independent of 
those from Scotland), who were thus en- 
abled to decide all Questions in the name 





of the whole People of Great Britain. qu 
That in a Report presented to the said 
House during the last Session, it appears be 
thata large portion of the Members there. os 
of, are Placemen and Pensioners, depeni- th 
eni on the Crown. sas 
That in a Petition presented to the said : 
House, on the 9th day of December, 1790, uh 
and entered on its Journals, it was averred, a 
that * Seats therein were as notoriously A 
“vented and bought as standings for tt 
« Cattle ina Fair;” which assertion wa 
then resented as “ Scandalous and Libel- 8 
“ lous:”’ But when, on the 11th day of b 
-May last, two of his Majesty’s Ministers b 
were accused of being concerned in the . 
sale of a Seat, they were screened from 
punishment, on a plea of the extreme no e 
toriety of the practice, which many of itt . 
Members unblushingly justified. ! 
That to this defective state of the Re- ; 
presentation, is to be attributed long, ur- ) 


fortunate, and destructive Wars: the in- 
mense Debt and Taxes with which the 
Country is burthened; and those perii- 
cious Councils which have deprived ou 
fellow Subjects, the Citizens of London, of 
their ancient and constitutional right o 
Petition to the King. 

That by these corruptions, the People 
are deprived of their Jawfol share in the 
Government, by Representation in the 
Commons House of Parliament, which 
share has been usurped by an unlawiul 
Oligarchy of Borough-mongers. 

That a complete Reform inthe Repré- 
sentation would destroy the corrupt influ- 
ence of the Borough Faction, secure to the 
Crown its just. prerogatives, and restore ' 
the People those rights of which they 2! 
unlawfully deprived. . 
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That when the principles of our Con- | 
ttution shall be reduced to practice, the 
xpences, disorders, and tamults attending 
‘ections, will be avoided ; the rights and | 
‘borties of the People secured; taxes les- | 
ened; the unequal and grievous imposi- 

ion of the Property Tax removed ; and | 

ature burthens prevented. Corruption 

vill then be no longer necessary, mach | 
Ness avowed to be necessary, for the admi- 

istration of public affairs. 

That a Petition to his Majesty be now 
read: (which being done), It was Resol- 
ed, That this be the Petition; That the 
Mish Daiiif do sign this Petition; That | 
our Representatives, the Hon. Lord Coch- | 
rane, and Sir Francis Burdett, bart. ac- | 
companied by the High Bailifi, be re- | 
guested to deliver the same to his Majesty. 

That a Petitionto the House of Commons 
he now read; (which being done), Itwas | 
Resolved, That this be the Petition ; That 
the High Bailiff} and Twenty-tive Inhabi- 
tant Householders, do sign this Petition ; 
That it be delivered to our Representatives, 
the hon. Lord Cochrane, and Sir F. Bur- 
dett, bart. to be presented to the House. | 
And they are hereby instructed to support | 
the same, 

That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to our worthy Representatives, the 
hon. Lord Cochrane, and Sir F. Burdett, 
bart. for their general conduct in Parlia- 
ment. 








'—WWe humbly state to your Maje 





That the Thanks of this Meeting be 


given to Sir F. Burdett, bart. for calling | 


upon the House of Conimons, during the 
last Session, to take into their considera- 


tion the State of the Representation, and | 


for his able and constituiional Speech on 
that occasion. 

‘That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to Arthur Morris, esq. High Bailiff, 
for the promptness with which he called 
this Meeting, and for his impartial con- 
duct in the Chair, 

(Signed). Anruve Morris, 
High Bailiff. 


The Petition to the King. 


« We, your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal 
Subjects, the Inhabitant Householders, 
Electors of the City and Liberty of West- 
Minster, respectfully approach. your Ma- 
Jesty’s Throne, to declare our anxious so- 
licitude for the Honour of your Crown 
and the Safety of your Dominions, ; and, 


notwithstanding the unconstitutional and 


odious barriers which, by evil minded , 
Counsellors, have ‘recent! y been placed 
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etween your Majesty and our fellow- 
subjecis the Citizens of London, we, bear- 
ing in mind that the same Acts of Parlia- 
ment which, and which alore, made the 
Crown of England your Majesty’s birth- 
right, declared, as having always existed, 
the right of Petition to be our birth-righ 
’ jesty, 
that it is with the deepest affliction we 
have observed the rapid tendency of this 
our beloved Country to that state ofthings 
which prepare Nations for Foreign Sub- 


| 
Le 


jugation, the cause of which, we humb! 


submit, is to be found in one of the Three 
Estates, of which the Government of these 
Realms is composed, having lest its Inde- 
pendence.—We will neither detail to your 
Majesty the proofs offered to be produced 
at the Bar of the House of Commons, on 
the 6th day of May, 1793; nor those of 
the generaily received opinion of your 
Majesty’s faithful and loyal Subjects, that 
a Majority of the Members are not re- 
turned to that House by the People, but 
are placed there by a corrupt Oligarchy 
of Borongh-mongers: But with sorrow of 
heart we find ourselves compelled to de- 
clare to your Majesty our firm conviction 
that corruption has been established and 
avowed in that House, and our belief that 
to this cause ought to be attributed the 
unfortunate circumstances which have 
afflicted your People, and brought your 
Majesty’s Dominions into such imminent 
peril, that to preserve them from subjuga- 
tion by a Foe which England for ages des- 
pised, will, as your Majesty has been 
gracious!y pleased to tell us, “require the 
utmost efforts of vigilance, fortitude, and 
perseverance.’——We humbly represent 
to your Majesty, that the eviis we so feel- 
ingly deplore, have caused the destruction 
ef almost all the Kingdoms and States on 
the Continent of Europe; the corruptions 
of their Governments, by alienating the 
affections of the People, having rendered 
them an easy conquest to the Armies of 
Trance — With unfeigned regret we 
state these lamentable circumstances to 
your Majesty ; but we are not without 
hope, we have a resource in the Constitu- 
tion of our Country, and need only recur 
to its Principles to be again the great and 
glorious Nation we were in formet times ; 
And we are fully convinced, that all our 
dangers may be averted, your Majesty's 
‘Throne secured, the Rights and Liberties 
of your People restored, and this Nation 
obce more become the admiration of the 
World—simply, but only, by an efficient 
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Reform in the Commons House of Parlia- 
ment. — We, therefore, humbly pray, 
that your Majesty will be pleased to adopt 
such measures, as in your Majesty’s wis- 
dom shall seem meet, for effecting a con- 
stitutional Reform in the Commons House 
of Parliament, and for securing to your 
People the reality and uses of Represen- 
tation.” 


The Petition to the House of Commons. 


« Tuat in a Petition presented to your 
Honourable House by Charles Grey, 
Esq. (now Earl Grey) on Monday the 
ith day of May, 1793, and which 
Petition was entered on the Journals of 
your Honourable House, it was averred, 
and offered to be proved, 

«© That the House of Commons did not 
“ fully and fairly represent the People of 
« England.—That the Elective Franchise 
‘was so partially and unequally distri- 
“ buted, that a Majority of your Honour- 
« able House was elected by less thana 
“ two hundreth part of the Male Popula- 
« Jation.—That the right of voting was 
“regulated by no uniform or rational 
« Principle. —That Rutland,” the smallest, 
«and Yorkshire,’ the largest County, 
“returned the same number of Repre- 
« sentatives.—That Cornwall,” which, by 
the Census taken by order of Parliament, 
appears to contain a Population of 188,269, 
“returns as many Members to your 
‘‘ Honourable House as the Counties of 
« York, Rutland and Middlesex,’ which 
by the same Census, contain 1,693,377.— 
« And that Cornwall and Wilts,” contain- 
ing 373,376 persons, “ send more Borough 
6 Pai to Parliament than Yorkshire, 
« Lancashire, Warwickshire, Middlesex, 
« Worcestershire, and Somersetshire, unit- 
« ed,” which contain 2,971,250.—« That 
«70 of your Honourable Members are 
« returned by 35 Places, where the Elec- 
“tions are notoriously mere matters of | 
- form.—That, in addition to the 70 so | 
«chosen, 90 more of your Honourable 
«« Members are elected by 46 Places, in 
«none of which the number of Electors 
«exceed 50.—That, in addition to the 
«¢ 160 so elected, 37 more of your Honour- 
« able Members are elected by 19 Places, 
« in none of which the number of Electors 
« exceed 100.—That, in addition to the 
“ 197 Honourable Members so chosen, 
“52 more are returned by 26 Places, in 
« none of which the number of Voters ex- 
« ceed 200,—That, in addition to the 249 
“sq elected, 20 more are returned for 










































(2s: a] 
« Counties in Scotland by less than jy 01 
“ Electors each, and 10 for Counties jy as 
« Scotland by less than 250 each.—Th,: J 
« in addition to the 279 so elected, 13 {)js. pal 
“ tricts of Burghs in Scotland, not co». a 
“ taining 100 Voters each, and two Dj. Se 


“ tricts of Burghs, not containing 125 each 
“return 15 more of your Honovrabj 
“’ Members.—That in this manner 2). of 
« your Honourable Members are chosen 
“ which, being a decided Majority of the 
“ entire House of Commons, are enabled 
«to decide all Questions in the name of 
“the whole People of Great Britain. 
« That 84 Individuals do, by their own 
“immediate authority, send 157 of your 
“ Honourable Members to Parliament.— 
“ That, in addition to these 157 Honour. 
“able Members, 150 more, making in 
“the whole $07, are returned to your 
Honourable House, not by the collective 
“voice of those whom they appear to 
“ represent, but by the recommendation 
“of 70 powerful individuals, added to 
“the $4 before-mentioned, and making 
the total number of Patrons altogether 
only 154, who return a decided Ma- 
“jority of your Honourable House.— 
“ That no less than 150 of your Honouw- 
able Members owe their Elections 
entirely to the interference of Peers: 
And that 40 Peers, in defiance of the 
Resolutions of your Honourable House, 
have possessed themselves of so many 
Burgage Tenures, and obtained such an 
absolute and uncontrouled command 
in very many small Boroughs in the 
“ Kingdom, as to be enabled, by ther 
“own positive authority, to return 8! 0! 
“ your Honourable Members.—That Seats 
“in your Honourable House are souglit 
for at a most extravagant and i0- 
creasing rate of expence.—That the 
‘means taken by Candidates to obtaii, 
“and by Electors to bestow, the honout 
of a Seatin your Honourable House, 
evidently appear to have been in- 
creasing in a progressive degree 0! 
“ Fraud and Corruption.” b 

Your Petitioners are of opinion, that i! 
the Representation of the People in your 
Honourab!e House had not been very d¢- 
fective and unequal, they should not new 
have to complain of the sad effects pro- 
duced by several unfortunate and destruc- 
tive Wars, or of the immense Debt and 
Taxes with which the Couniry is bur- 
thened. They lament, that your Honovr- 
able House have not thought fit to take the 
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Petition, containing the above allegation. 
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» vour serious consideration; the more 
qs, since the time it was entered on 
Journals of your Honourable House, 
. above causes cannot but have increased 
. number of corrupt Persons who barter 

Seats. And it is with grief we state, 
st when adirect and distinct Charge was 
Je in your Honourable House, on the 

» day of May last, against Lord Castle- 
ch and Mr. Perceval, Members thereof, 
dat the same time two of his Majesty’s 
nisters, of having sold a Seat therein, 

t your Honourable House refused to 


Bstitute any Inquiry-—we are therefore 


pelled to conclude, that the only 
native which is left our Country is a 
lical Reform in the Representation, or a 
al extinction of its Liberties. 

Ve cannot conceal from your Honour- 
le House our apprehensions, that the 
aver of this our Petition will not be 
nnded to until it be too late; but your 


titioners will, in any event, have the 


isfaction arising from a conscientious 
charge of the Duty they owe their 
untry.— Your Petitioners most earnestly 
quest, that your Honourable House will, 
an early day, cause inquiry to be made 
o the present defective State of the 
presentation, and adopt such other 
ans as shall prevent the choice of 
presentatives from being “ committed 
o select bodies of men, of such limited 
umbers as render them an easy prey to 
he ariful, or a ready purchase to the 
ealthy;”” and to shorten the duration 
Parliaments; and by removing the 
ses of that confusion, litigation, and ex- 
se, with which they are at this day con- 
ted, to render frequent and new Elec- 
hs, what our Ancestors at the Revo- 
ion asserted them to be, the means 
a happy Union and good Agree- 
nt between the King and the People. 
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Sourn America. — La Paz*, July 16, 
’.—The inhabitants of this place, sus- 
tng the Governor, Archbishop, and 
*r persons in autberity, of a design to 
ister the sovereignty of these countries 
the Princess of the Brazils, rose in a 

Ass at half past six o'clock, and the bells 


ee 





Y La Paz is nearly 500 miles from the 
“st, in the interior of Peru, and is adja- 
nt to the lake of Cucuito. In the neigh- 
eer is the lofty mountain I\limani, 
of the links of a vast chain of eleva- 
Bs abounding in the precious metals. 
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of the cathedral being rung, the whole 
were speedily assembled in the grand 
square. Parties were detached to secure 
the military guards and centinels, the jail, 
the palace, and the magazines. All these 
operations were efiected amidst general 
exclamations of “ Long live King Ferdi- 
nand, our Religion, avd our Country!” 
and without any other casualty than the 
wounding of a serjeant who offered some 
resistance, and the killing of-a peasant, 
who was mistaken by the populace for a 
soldier. ‘I'he portrait of Ferdinand VIL. 
was stuck up at the entrance of the Town- 
hall. The Archbishop endeavoured to 
pacify the tumult; but the people ordered 
him to retire to his palace, to save himself 
from insult. The Cabildo, in consequence 
of the repeated demands of the people, 
assembled at one in the morning; and 
Don Gregoris Lanza, and Juan Bautista 
Catucora, being elected Deputies to inti- 
mate the wishes of their fellow-citizens, 
proposed, in their name, that the Arch- 
bishop and Governor Intendant should re- 
sign their functions; that the Officers of the 
Haciendu should put into the hands of the 
Cabildo one of the keys of the Casa Real, 
and that the Post-master Francisco Pazos 
should be succeeded by Pedro Cosco, and 
that Don Pedro Mutilla should provi- 
sionally be appointed Military Command- 
ant in the place of Colonel Diego Fernan- 
dez Davila. All these propositions being 
acceded to, and guards being stationed at 
the most important points, the people 
quietly dispersed at three inthe morning.— 
July 17: All the European and American 
inhabitants were assembled by proclama- 
tion, at three o’clock, and in the presence 
of the Cabildo and the bust of Ferdinand 
VII. took an oath to maintain the rights of 
their Sovereign, their Religion, and their 
Country.—July 18. This day the Cabildo, 
at the instance of the Deputies of the 
People, prohibited any person from leav- 
ing the city without a passport from the 
Commandant, and ordered the Governor 
to be separated from the Archbishop, at 
whose palace they had hitherto remained 
under guards, Two battalions of cavalry, 
of 500 men each, were enrolled, They 
consist of the most respectable Europeans 
and Americans.—July 19. This day the 
Cabildo, at the instance of the Deputies, 
ordered the officers of the Hacciendu te 
produce all the vouchers in their posses- 
sion of revenue debts, for the purpose of 
their being cancelled and committed to 
the flames. They also resolved that the 
Indians should not pay the alcevala on 
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bringing into market their provisions < and 
manufactures, and that the duties on to- 
bacco should be lowered. It was also 
determined that a battalion of Indians 
should be raised, under the title of Volun- 
teers of the National Union.—Ju/y 20. The 
Cabildo, on the proposition of the Depu- 
ties, admitted as associates, erght persons 
mominated by the people. ‘Two thonsand 
ollars were drawn from the Casa Real, to 
be distributed among the poorer classes of 
the populace ; but the oe with one 
voice, rejected the largess, calling out 
that the money should be expe nded in 
casting cannon, or in paying the truops. 
Orders were issued for raising a battalion 
of 500 stout negroes; for increasing the 
total of our military establishment to the 
number of 10,000 men ; for fortifyimg the 
heights of the city with 100 pieces of 
caanon, and for casting a quantity of fly- 
ing artillery.—July 21. The people assem- 
bled, as usual, in the grand square, and 
the Deputies prepesed to the Cabildo a 
new system of government, with the view 
of for ever prev renting the return of that 
tyranny and injustice under which they 
have hitherto suffered. The consideration 
of this important subject was, however, ai | 


the request of the Cabildo, postponed for | 


the present.——Je/y 22. ‘There was a gene- 
ra] muster of the battalions in the presence 
of the Cabildo and Commandant; and 
orders were given for an official communi- 
cation of the precvenags of the 1th to 
allthe Governors of the kinedom.—July25. 
All the vonchers of revenve debts were 
this day delivered up and burnt. A num- 
ber of Caciques and Indien Chiefs waited 
upon the Cabildo, and assured them that 
they are ready to defend us with 200,000 
warriors of their respective tribes. 

The important facts communicated 
‘the above, heve led to the material change 
in the commercial policy of the gcovern- 
ment of Baenos Ayres, announced im the 
followmg extract of a letter :— 

Buenos Ayres, Sept. 27, 4809. 

I take the liberty to observe, that the 
necessities of this Government, not their 
good wishes towards Englishmen or strah- 


gets, are about to compel it to open their 


ports to foreign commerce. La Paz, the 
capital of the Audiencia of Los Charias, 


drastleposed its President, and exiled the 


rovistonal go- 
Vermment, at the head which is the 
















sul) 
popular voice, which is represented }y ;, 
Cabildo, or City Council, The Ki. 
inoney, im consequence of the star. 
affairs, is not permitted to come to Puen. 
Ayres ; and tins, the principal source py 
which the Government has hitherto boy 
supported, being completely done a 
the Viceroy has proposed to open the pory 
to free conmuerce, as the only means br 


which an adequate revenue can bes supplied 
to sustam his Government. 


Oj 


v 
tal, 


~~ 


CONDITIONS OF COMMERCE. 

All vessels must consign themselves y 
Spanish merchants. 

The Consignee must present a maniles 
of cargo, in Spanish, to the Administraiia 
of the Custom’ House, twenty-four hou 
after arrival,? 

All goods are admitted (except tho 
prohibited} “and shall pay the circalx 
duty, agreeable to the Tarif; and su ec 
goods as may not be in the Tarif, sliall b tt 
valued at the prices of Europe. 

Goods similar to those manuiact ured fm 
the country shall pay a duty of 12% pe 
cent. over and above the circular duues. 

Ox and cow-hides shall pay the w 


















tax, ou clearance, of 12 per cent. 4 
far as respects the patriotic duty, it shil 
be extinguished. 
Vicunier wool, bark, sheep’s wool, \% 
low, cocoa, and hair, at certain — 
| prices, to pay a duty of 20 per c 
The exportation of either gold or ile 
isnot allowed. All returns musi be mail 
in produce of the country, and to tlt 
away the same. Vessels may come! 
ballast, and may bring such goods as a 
permitted for the negro trade. 
The Spanish Consignee must bec" 
bound for the dutie 8, and to pay a jour 
in fifteen days after having mad the «t 
patch, and the remaining three-jo ie 
the three following months, that is, 
fourth in each month, 
All vessels, friends and neutrals, sha!!! 
admitted, and must receive a Cust 
“house Officer on board, as is customil 
with other vessels, and ‘shall deposit tie 
_papers in the Secretario del Governor's ¢ 
fice, until a visit is past for sailing. 
Spanish Consignee shall not sell by ' 
on account of any foreigner. | 
The interdiction of wine, oil, vine=" 
and «yuardente, (spirits) except cara, | 
rum of this place,] is prohibited. 








Royal Andencia, but governed by the 
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